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HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.

The annual rate of mortality in the eight Scotch towns, _
which had been 17’2 and 16’2 per 1000 in the preceding
two weeks, further declined to 15 ’7 during the week ending
Sept. 3rd, and was 4’1 per 1000 below the mean rate during
the same period in the thirty-three large English towns.
The rates in the eight Scotch towns ranged from 12-7 in
Dundee and 14’3 in Edinburgh to 17’0 in Glasgow and 20’6
in Perth. The 438 deaths in these towns included 26 which
were referred to diarrhoea, 14 to scarlet fever, 10 to whooping-
cough, 9 to measles, 4 to diphtheria, 4 to 

" fever,’’ and not
one to small-pox. In all, 67 deaths resulted from these prin-
cipal zymotic diseases, against 81 and 75 in the preceding two
weeks. These 67 deaths were equal to an annual rate of 2 ’4

per 1000, which was 2’6 below the mean rate last week
from the same diseases in the thirty-three large English
towns. The fatal cases of diarrhoea, which had been 27
and 34 in the preceding two weeks, declined again last
week to 26, of which 16 occurred in Glasgow and 5 in

Edinburgh. The deaths referred to scarlet fever, which had
been 14 and 10 in the previous two weeks, rose again to 14
last week and included 9 in Glasgow and 2 in Leith. The
9 fatal cases of whooping-cough were within 1 of the number in
the preceding week, and included 9 in Glasgow. The
deaths from measles, which had declined in the preceding
four weeks from 23 to 12, further fell to 9 last week, of which
’7 occurred in Glasgow and 2 in Edinburgh. The 4 fatal
cases of diphtheria and the 4 of " fever " corresponded with
the numbers recorded in the preceding week. The deaths
referred to diseases of the respiratory organs in these
towns, which had been 76 and 57 in the preceding two
weeks, were again 57 last week, and were 25 below the
number in the corresponding week of last year. The
causes of 39, or nearly 9 per cent., of the deaths in these
eight towns last week were not certified.

HEALTH OF DUBLIN.

The death-rate in Dublin, which had been 19-5 and 24-0
per 1000 in the preceding two weeks, further rose to 26 ’3
during the week ending Sept. 3rd. During the first nine weeks
of the current quarter the death-rate in the city averaged 23’0
per 1000 against 17 ’6 in London and 16’1 in Edinburgh. The
176 deaths in Dublin during the week under notice showed
an increase of 15 upon the number in the preceding week, and ’
included 19 which were referred to diarrhoea, 2 to scarlet fever,
2 to diphtheria, 2 to "fever," 1 1 to measles, and not one either
to small-pox or whooping-cough. In all, 26 deaths resulted
from these principal zymotic diseases, equal to an annual rate
of 3’9 per 1000, the zymotic death-rate during the same period
being 3’3 in London and 1-8 in Edinburgh. The fatal cases
of diarrhoea, which had been 12 and 9 in the preceding two
’weeks, rose again to 19 during the week under notice. The
deaths referred to different forms of "fever," which had
been 2 in each of the preceding two weeks, were again 2 last
week. The 2 fatal cases of scarlet fever and the 2 deaths
from diphtheria exceeded the numbers in any recent week.
The deaths referred to measles, which had steadily declined in
the previous five weeks from 8 to 2, further fell to one last
week, a lower number than in any week since February last.
The 176 deaths registered in Dublin last week included 42 of
infants under one year of age and 35 of persons aged upwards
,of sixty years; the deaths of infants showed a slight further
increase, while those of elderly persons corresponded with the
number in the preceding week. Six inquest cases and 6
deaths from violence were registered; and 56, or nearly a
third, of the deaths occurred in public institutions. The
causes of 24, or nearly 14 per cent., of the deaths in the
city last week were not certified. 

’

THE SERVICES.

MISS FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE AND INDIAN SANITATION.
Miss Florence Nightingale forwarded a letter to the late

Secretary of State for India regarding the improvement of
village sanitation in order to see whether something could not
be done to overcome the financial difficulties connected with
practical sanitary work in villages. It will be remembered
’that the subject of village sanitation in India occupied the
attention of that section of the International Congress of
Hygiene and Demography, and Miss Nightingale took it up in

connexion with the representations of the Congress and the
Bombay Sanitation Act of 1889. There is no doubt that
reasonable sanitation is one of the first necessities of village
life, but the poverty of the people and their religious and
social prejudices arc great obstacles to success. However,
Miss Nightingale’s letter with its enclosures has been for-
warded for the consideration of the Governnients of India and
Bombay.

THE SOLDIER’S RATION.
We recently called attention to the revised edition of

instructions on the messing of soldiers, showing how the
Government ration, supplemented by the messing allowance
deducted from the soldier’s pay, could be turned to the best
account. Satisfactory results were attained in the case of
the lst Battalion of the Northamptonshire Regiment and in
that of three companies of Mounted Infantry encamped at
Bourley. The experience so far obtained indicates that a
better and more attractive food can be provided for the
soldier at home stations than has heretofore been the case.
The revised edition of the instructions on the messing of
soldiers was issued to the troops at Aldershot under
the direction of Sir Evelyn Wood, the general officer com-
manding. 

-

SOLDIERS’ DOOTS.
It will be remembered that a short time ago a French

army surgeon, Dr. Alex. Colin, published the results of
his investigations into the effects of marching upon soldiers
in disciplined bodies and the prejudicial effects of the regular
repetition of an indefinite number of small shocks’ on the

body, for which the provision of an itidiarubber heel for

military boots was suggested. It is stated that this heel has
been tested by several infantry regiments with satisfactory
results. The comfortable and efficient shoeing of the soldier
is unquestionably a very imporant item with regard to his
efficiency at all times, especially on field service.

ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE.

Surgeon-Captain J. Will, lately returned from Hong Ko]
has been ordered to Edinburgh for duty on the North Brit
District Staff. 

’

MOVEMENTS OF THE MEDICAL STAFF.

Surgeon-Colonel Godwin, late Professor of Alilitary Surgery
at Netley, proceeds to India on a tour of Foreign Service.
Surgeon-Colonel Welsh has been ordered from Cork to the
Western District as Principal Medical Officer. Surgeon-
Captain Allport is on leave of absence pending embarkation
for India. Surgeon-Captain Hickson has proceeded from
Dublin to Templemore; Surgeon-Captain Nicolls from

Omagh to Enniskillen. Surgeon-Captain Hanley embarked
for India on the 2nd inst. Surgeon-Captain Firth has been
ordered from Dover to Netley for duty. Surgeon-Major
Lamprey has joined at Hounslow for temporary duty.

ARMY MEDICAL RESERVE OF OFFICERS.

Surgeon-Lieutenant Henry Darvill Brook, 20th Middlesex
(Artists) Rifle Volunteers, to be Surgeon-Lieutenant (dated
Aug. 31st, 1892).

NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE.
The following appointments have been made: -Fleet

Surgeons : Anthony Gorham, M.D., to the Wildfire, additional,
and George Kell to the Rodney (both dated Sept. lst, 1892).
In accordance with the provisions of Her Majesty’s Order in
Council of April lst, 1881, Surgeon William Henry O’Meara
has been placed on the Retired List of his rank (dated
June 13th, 1892). Staff Surgeons : Samuel W. Vasey to
the Nelson and William Tait, M.B., to the Cleopatra (both
dated Sept. 14th, 1892). Surgeons : John L. Thomas to the
Invincible and John E. Webb to the Victoria, additional,
(both dated Sept. 6th, 1892).

VOLUNTEER CORPS.

Artillery : : 2nd Devonshire (Western Division Royal
Artillery) : Surgeon-Lieutenant A. K. Crossfield to be Sur-
geon-Captain (dated Aug. 27th, 1892).-lst Durham (Western
Division Royal Artillery) : Surgeon-Lieutenant J. W. Beattie,
M.B., to be Surgeon-Captain (dated Aug. 27th, 1892).-
Rifle: 2nd Volunteer Battalion, the Royal Welsh Fusiliers :
Thos. Louis Kenrick Davies, M.B., to be Surgeon-Lieutenant
(dated Aug. 27th, 1892).-3rd Volunteer Battalion, the Queen’s
Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) : Surgeon-Lieutenant A. A.
Kanthack resigns his commission (dated Aug. 27th, 1892).-
4th Volunteer Battalion, the Gordon Highlanders : Jas. Nicol,
M.B., to be Surgeon-Lieutenant (dated Sept. 3rd, 1892).


